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ALL students entering 9
th
 grade must read ONE book from the list below: 

 

 
We Were Liars  by E. Lockhart 
The novel is clever, alluring, and wildly addictive. Each summer the wealthy, seemingly perfect, members of the 

Sinclair family gather on their private island. We Were Liars is the story of those annual reunions; in particular what 

happened during a summer that protagonist Cadence is unable to remember. Prejudice, greed, and shifting 

patriarchal favoritism among the three adult sisters contrasts with the camaraderie and worldview of the teenage 

cousins and their dear friend Gat.  
 

 

 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
Walls' parents—just two of the unforgettable characters in this excellent, unusual book— are a matched pair of 

eccentrics, and raising four children does not conventionalize either of them. Her father is a self-taught man, a 

would-be inventor who stays longer at a poker table than at most jobs. He has "a little bit of a drinking situation" as 

her mother puts it. The Walls children learn to support themselves, eating out of trashcans at school and painting 

their skin so the holes in their pants do not show. Buck-toothed Jeannette even tries making her own braces when 

she hears what orthodontia costs. One by one, the children escape to New York City. Still, it isn’t long before their 

parents appear on their doorsteps. 
 

 
Deadline - by Chris Crutcher 
Ben Wolf has big things planned for his senior year. Had big things planned. Now what he has is some very bad 

news and only one year left to make his mark on the world. (Goodreads) 
 

 
A Child Called It by Dave Pelzer 
This book chronicles the unforgettable account of one of the most severe child abuse cases in California history. 
________________________________________ 
 

 
Students will take an assessment the first week of school. 
 

 
**It is not required that students purchase copies for summer reading. Students may purchase at a 

local bookstore, borrow from a library, or download to an electronic device.  
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ALL students entering 10
th

 grade must read ONE book from the list below: 

 

 

Feed by M.T. Anderson  
Identity crises, consumerism, and star-crossed teenage love in a futuristic society where people connect to the 

Internet via feeds implanted in their brains. 
 
Flowers For Algernon by Daniel Keyes  
It is story of a mentally disabled man whose experimental quest for intelligence mirrors that of Algernon, an 

extraordinary lab mouse. In his diary entries, Charlie tells how a brain operation increases his IQ and changes his 

life. 
 
Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Saenz 
Aristotle is an angry teen with a brother in prison. Dante is a know-it-all who has an unusual way of looking at the 

world. When the two meet at the swimming pool, they seem to have nothing in common. But as the loners start 

spending time together, they discover that they share a special friendship—the kind that changes lives and lasts a 

lifetime. (Goodreads) 
 

 
Breaking Night by Liz Murray 
Breaking Night is the stunning memoir of a young woman who at age fifteen was living on the streets, and who 

eventually made it into Harvard.  
 

 
Brain on Fire by Susannah Cahalan 
An award-winning memoir and instant New York Times bestseller that goes far beyond its riveting medical 

mystery, Brain on Fire is the powerful account of one woman’s struggle to recapture her identity. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Students will take an assessment the first week of school. 
 

 

 

 
**It is not required that students purchase copies for summer reading. Students may purchase at a 

local bookstore, borrow from a library, or download to an electronic device.  
 

 

 

 



  2016 English Department Summer Reading List 3 

 

 

 

 

Easton Public Schools 

 Oliver Ames High School: English Department 

2016 Summer Reading List 
 

 

 

 
Entering grade 11 (AP Language and Composition) 
Choose a memoir from the list. 
 

ALL other students entering 11
th

 grade must read ONE book from the list below 

 

 
More Happy Than Not -  Adam Silvera  
In the months after his father's suicide, it's been tough for 16-year-old Aaron Soto to find happiness again--but he's 

still gunning for it. With the support of his girlfriend Genevieve and his overworked mom, he's slowly remembering 

what that might feel like. (Amazon) 
 
This Boy's Life by Tobias Wolff. (memoir) 
This memoir introduces a young Toby Wolff, separated by divorce from his father and brother, Toby and his mother 

are constantly on the move, yet they develop an extraordinarily close, almost telepathic relationship. 
 

 
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 
When it comes to relationships, Colin Singleton’s type is girls named Katherine. And when it comes to girls named 

Katherine, Colin is always getting dumped. Nineteen times, to be exact. Colin is on a mission to prove The Theorem 

of Underlying Katherine Predictability, which he hopes will predict the future of any relationship, avenge Dumpees 

everywhere, and finally win him the girl.  

   
  
All Souls by Michael MacDonald (memoir) 
In this plainly written, powerful memoir, MacDonald details not only his own story of growing up in Southie, 

Boston's Irish Catholic enclave, but also examines the myriad ways in which the media and law enforcement 

agencies exploit marginalized working-class communities. Perhaps most shocking is the accusation that the FBI was 

paying Southie's leading gangster, Whitey Bulger, as an informant. 
 

 

 
Students will take an assessment the first week of school. 
**It is not required that students purchase copies for summer reading. Students may purchase at a 

local bookstore, borrow from a library, or download to an electronic device.  
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Entering grade 12 AP:  
 
Required Reading: The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver 
 

ALL other students entering 12
th

 grade must read ONE book from the list below: 
 
Go Ask Alice by Anonymous 
It is based on the actual diary of a 15- year-old with addiction issues. 
 
Reality Boy by A.S. King 
Gerald Faust knows exactly when he started feeling angry: the day his mother invited a reality television crew into 

his five-year-old life. (Goodreads) 
 
Bossypants  by Tina Fey 
A comic memoir from Tina Fey which chronicles her rise as a comedy writer and provides acute wisdom on 

everything from motherhood, to fashion, to the difficulties of a cruise vacation. 
 
The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto by Mitch Albom 

This is the epic story of Frankie Presto—the greatest guitar player who ever lived—and the six lives he changed 

with his six magical blue strings (Goodreads) 

 

 

 
Students will take an assessment the first week of school. 
 

 

 
Humanities (Honors, elective): 
 
Required Reading: The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood  
 

 
Students will take an assessment the first week of school. 
 

 
**It is not required that students purchase copies for summer reading. Students may purchase at a 

local bookstore, borrow from a library, or download to an electronic device.  
 
***Students and/or parents may always request an alternate title for “required” reading if there is 

a concern in regard to content, context, etc.  Please contact Ms. Coffman, the English Department 

Head, at jcoffman@easton.k12.ma.us if you would like to exercise this option. 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/2331.Mitch_Albom
mailto:jcoffman@easton.k12.ma.us

